
NEW MEXICO ARCHIVES AND ARCHIVISTS SIG 
June 9, 2021 @ 3 p.m. 

This meeting was held via Zoom 
 
Facilitators: Dylan McDonald, Jonathan Pringle 
Attendees: 22 
 
CODE OF CONDUCT 
The New Mexico Archives and Archivists SIG aspires to be a Community of Practice: one that “grows out of a need 
for connecting with other people who share the same issues, learning environment, and/or passion.”  Our community 
is built on a foundation of trust, respect, optimism, and intentionality.  Please exercise these core tenets with other 
members in all interactions, whether virtual or in real life.  
Loa, Berlin, and Kruger, Pamela Nett (2021) “Community of Practice at the California State University Special Collections and University 
Archives,” Journal of Western Archives: Vol. 12: Iss.1, Article 1. 
 
INTRODUCTION/LAND ACKNOWLEGEMENT STATEMENTS 
Jonathan Pringle and Dylan McDonald welcome attendees to the meeting and give their land 
acknowledgements.  Katie Gray shares her land acknowledgement statement via chat.   
 
ARCHIVES AND ARCHIVAL INSTITUTIONS DATABASE PROJECT 
Jonathan Pringle gives thanks to Lisa Johnston for providing the old HINTS database that was 
supported by the State Library and Archives, so there is now access to that data and use as a base 
to get started.  Pringle asks that if anyone is interested in taking a leadership role in that project.  
Anna Uremovich has previously offered to work on that project and stating availability in the fall 
to work on that.  Pringle comments that the Listserv has been a useful tool in getting word out 
about the project.  Dylan McDonald reports that NMLA was asked regarding posting this 
database and suggests that it is easiest and best to go off what NMLA has, but states that other 
options may be needed if things do not work with NMLA.  McDonald also hopes that this project 
will have a more dynamic presence than the original HINTS and that additional information will 
be added to include archival consultants and conservators.  Pringle encourages SIG participants 
to utilize the Listserv or emails for any questions or additional thoughts on the project. 
 
ARCHIVES MONTH 
Jonathan Pringle begins with a recap of ideas from the last meeting, and states that having some 
sort of social media presence in October seems to be doable and asks Katie Gray for information 
on inquiries regarding a Governor’s proclamation.  Gray states that there is a form to fill out, and 
the process seems to be uncomplicated.   The form must be submitted forty-five days prior to the 
date the proclamation is given, so it must be done by mid-August.  Gray suggests that it be 
submitted earlier than that and offers to prepare a draft proclamation to be shared via the Listserv 
or presented at the next meeting for input before submission to the Governor’s office.  Pringle 
opens the floor for any comments or feedback.  Lisa Johnston suggests that once the draft is 
finalized, SIG members could take the proclamation to local government offices with a request 
that a proclamation be made.  Dylan McDonald believes that SAA [Society of American 
Archivists] also has proclamation statements that could also be used as a template.  McDonald 
asks Gray to prepare the draft to share on the Listserv a week prior to the next meeting.  Pringle 
states that Teri Reynoso has volunteered to look at SIG member institutional affiliations and 
create a list of what social media platforms are being used by these institutions.  Pringle has 
made inquiries to the NMLA communications team regarding the possibility of picking up SIG 



posts.  McDonald states that NMLA currently uses Facebook, Twitter, YouTube, and LinkedIn, 
and suggests that perhaps SIG members could come up with something that could be posted 
during the weekdays of Archives Month, and further suggests that SIG member institutions could 
do so with a link that would direct readers to the individual institutions.  Anna Uremovich agrees 
that social media is something that should be pursued, however, some institutions have 
monitored social media and posts are regulated so posting may be difficult.  Sue Taylor responds 
that this is true at her institution.  Jenna Wells chats that perhaps institutions that do not 
restrictions could help promote those institutions that have monitored or regulated social media.  
Phillipa Rosman chats that she has “uncensored” access to Diné College Shiprock Library’s 
Facebook page so she could also help promote other institutions.  McDonald suggests that 
perhaps creating a Facebook or other social media account for the SIG would be something to 
consider.  Gray does not feel that there is time to do that this year but feels that a form where 
institutions can submit something for posting from a central site, either the SIG’s own social 
media account or some other institution would be the best option.  McDonald feels that Facebook 
is a good option.  Gray further suggests the use of a Hashtag may be a good avenue to take.  
Catie Carl comments on her chat regarding the social media venues used by the Palace of the 
Governors, and their participation in the #ArchivesHashtagParty.  Pringle comments that there 
are still some things to consider regarding institution restrictions, the use of a post submission 
form, and feels further discussion via the Listserv is needed.   
 
NMLA CALL FOR PROPOSALS 
Jonathan Pringle and Dylan McDonald present an idea for a session proposal as “An Introduction 
to Archival Repositories” for NMLA members.  The conference will be both in-person and 
virtual, so this session proposal could be both.  McDonald explains the proposal as being one that 
demystifies what we do as institutions located within a library, a museum, or an historic site 
setting, and what it means to work with people such librarians, curators, and historic preservation 
officers.  McDonald views it as an informal talk about experiences working with colleagues and 
speaking specifically about partnerships and opportunities for expanding and growing the 
mission of an institution.  McDonald further suggests that it target not only people who are in the 
library field, but those who find themselves managing archives but lacking an understanding of 
what archivists do.  McDonald suggests panelists from an academic library, a special library, a 
tribal library, a museum, and a public library.  Sue Taylor is interested as a representative from a 
museum and states that the Museum of Space History serves as a repository for both the 
Spaceport America and the National Space Society.  McDonald suggests forming a list of 
questions to serve as discussion starters as well as allowing the audience to drive the discussion 
with specific questions.  Jenna Wells asks how many public libraries are in the SIG.  Donna 
Wojcik checks the SIG member list and chats that there are currently five institutions listed as 
“Public Library.”  Wells comments that the Rio Rancho Public Library is not really a true 
archives, and does not have a true archivist, and wonders if that is an avenue that could be 
discussed and states that she would be willing to sit in the audience to keep the discussion going 
and to help others who have no formal archives experience realize that they can be involved in 
an archives even without experience.  McDonald agrees this would be beneficial for someone 
who does not have formal training but is responsible for the oversight of an archives.  Wells 
agrees to be considered for the panel.  McDonald states archival training is very much “on the 
job” training, gaining the expertise and knowledge from doing the job.  Anna Uremovich 
suggests that Wells contact the five libraries for any questions or comments about being 



responsible for collections housed within a library setting.  Phillipa Rosman comments on being 
in a similar situation of trying to create a digital archives for a collection housed in the Diné 
College Shiprock Library without formal archives training.  Pringle comments that people who 
work in smaller repositories and rural libraries often feel that they cannot speak on behalf of a 
collection because they don’t have the job title of an archivist, and states that the purpose of the 
SIG is to let people know that they are welcome even if they do not have the credentials that 
identify them as an archivist.  Pringle agrees that Rosman’s voice, working within a tribal 
library, is appreciated.  Rosman agrees to be considered for the panel.  Taylor agrees that it is 
important for tribal groups to be involved so that others know what research resources they have 
to offer.  Lisa Johnston mentions the CoSA [Council of State Archivists]: The Accidental 
Archivists, comprised of municipalities and municipal clerks, in the chat.  Pringle proposes 
contacting them for their perspective.  Johnston agrees to do that if municipal representatives 
will be included in the panel.   
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Jonathan Pringle again states that the Listserv has been an incredible tool for everyone.  Sue 
Taylor speaks regarding a COVID update and how that could impact an in-person Archives 
Bazaar and other Archives Month activities.  Several members report on the status of their 
institutions regarding reopening.    
 
Lisa Johnston shares the link to the Council of State Archivists website, which includes 
webinars, conversations, and other useful resources.   
 
Portia Vescio shares an update of the New Mexico Archives Online [NMAO] project which now 
has the new URL, has added a new repository, and is in the process of getting repository finding 
aids get set up on ArchivesSpace.  Vescio encourages anyone interested in joining the NMAO 
should contact her to get set up with repository and login information.  Vescio also chairs the 
SSA [Society of Southwest Archivists] 2023 conference and will send out a server via the 
Listserv requesting feedback from SSA attendees regarding virtual environment participation.   
 
Sue Taylor shares news of a grant to digitize 16mm films.  Plans are to create a link on the 
Museum of Space History website and YouTube for viewing when the project is completed.  
Pringle suggests that they could possibly be posted on New Mexico Digital Collections as well.   
 
Meeting is concluded.   

 
 
USEFUL LINKS FROM CHAT 
 
SSA social medial submission form: 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScT0hBWDHBYyRtiYT3KjFoChYYP6NqagTnPA9DqpKvW9nNg/viewform  
 
Council of State Archivists:   
https://www.statearchivists.org/programs/cosa-webinar-series/ 
 
New Mexico Online Archives project (ArchivesSpace) 
https://nmarchives.unm.edu/ 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScT0hBWDHBYyRtiYT3KjFoChYYP6NqagTnPA9DqpKvW9nNg/viewform
https://www.statearchivists.org/programs/cosa-webinar-series/
https://nmarchives.unm.edu/

