
NEW MEXICO ARCHIVES AND ARCHIVISTS SIG 
August 11, 2021 @ 3 p.m. 
This meeting was held via Zoom 

 
Facilitators: Dylan McDonald, Jonathan Pringle 
Attendees: 20 
 
CODE OF CONDUCT 
The New Mexico Archives and Archivists SIG aspires to be a Community of Practice: one that “grows out of a need 
for connecting with other people who share the same issues, learning environment, and/or passion.”  Our community 
is built on a foundation of trust, respect, optimism, and intentionality.  Please exercise these core tenets with other 
members in all interactions, whether virtual or in real life.  
Loa, Berlin, and Kruger, Pamela Nett (2021) “Community of Practice at the California State University Special Collections and University 
Archives,” Journal of Western Archives: Vol. 12: Iss.1, Article 1. 
 
INTRODUCTION/LAND ACKNOWLEGEMENT STATEMENTS 
Dylan McDonald and Jonathan Pringle welcome attendees to the meeting and give their land 
acknowledgements.   

 
ARCHIVES MONTH 
The Governor’s proclamation. We wish to acknowledge the work of several who have been 
leading this charge, including Katie Gray. We had begun drafting language, but we were soon 
apprised that the NM State Records Center and Archives had been working on their own 
proclamation and had pushed it through the Secretary of State and Governor’s Office. So the 
state has a proclamation, and in talking with the director of the State Archives, any of us are 
welcome to use this with the caveat that we credit them for the origination of that proclamation. 
Though, this shouldn’t prevent any one entity from creating their own proclamation. Katie, 
Dylan, and Jonathan discussed this, and decided to not put the proclamation forward that we 
were working on this year, in consideration of how confusing it would be to the Secretary of 
State and Governor’s Office. The one from the State Archives is generic enough to apply to 
multiple repositories. Dylan posted a PDF of the proclamation from the State Archives in the 
chat [it is attached to these minutes]. This proclamation acknowledges that there are multiple 
archives across the state at various levels (public, private, tribal) and that there are many people 
who work with archival materials. Important to state history and cultural heritage. This 
proclamation was signed by Gov. Lujan-Grisham on July 19, 2021. Lisa Johnston suggests using 
the proclamation we’ve drafted to advocate for municipal or local governments to do an archives 
month proclamation. Fairly straight-forward, and involves contacting a city clerk to get the 
process started. Dylan supports this idea. People wanting to pursue this could use the 
proclamation from the State Archives, but be mindful to credit them so that their work can be 
acknowledged. Dylan proposes using this language in Doña Ana County and their forthcoming 
archives bazaar – should an in-person event even happen in consideration of coronavirus 
restrictions. Dylan and his team at NMSU tried putting through an archives proclamation last 
year, but the chancellor’s office was unfamiliar with how to even issue one. Lisa discusses the 
benefits of a local group of archivists (in a county, for eg.) who collaborate on a proclamation. 
Dylan will reach out to his colleagues in Doña Ana County about doing something like this. 
Jonathan: we will strive to work better with our State Archives and acknowledge the layers that 
make collaboration a little more challenging. They are an important part of New Mexico’s 
archival system, and we look forward to future partnership with them.  



 
Hashtags that we could use during archives month. Jenna had sent out the hashtags via the 
listserv. Brian Graney shared them in the chat:  
 
#archives; #NMarchives; #NewMexicoarchives; #NMarchivists; #archivesmonth (this is what 
National Archives uses); #NMarchivesmonth; #archivesandmuseums; #NMarchivesandmuseums 
 
These can be used via Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram. Users click on them and they 
automatically hyperlink to other posts around the world using that tag. In chat, Nicole Katz 
agreed with this summary. A way of seeing what other institutions have been doing. And a way 
of sharing content. We will not be getting a social media account for our SIG. We’re small. 
Maybe in the future. Discussion on which hashtags to use. Jonathan (in chat) shared support for 
#NMarchives and #archivesmonth. Brian suggests the use of CamelCase for accessibility 
purposes, where each word begins with a capital letter, so that it’s legible to screen readers. Eg: 
#ArchivesMonth. In chat, Nicole agrees and thinks it makes it easier to read. Also in chat, Donna 
Wojcik agrees with #NMarchives: “It seems like the logical choice based on how people think.” 
Brittany Garcia agrees. In chat, Nicole echoes support for #NMArchives and #archivesmonth. 
Also in chat, Jonathan wonders if a hashtag could include a dash, like #NM-Archives.” Nicole 
feels like that is not possible. In chat, Phillipa agrees and voices a concern that a dash looks a bit 
clunky. Phillipa also echoes support for #NMArchives and #ArchivesMonth [CamelCase]. 
Jonathan and Dylan agree and confirm these two hashtags. Brian shared a link for a useful guide 
on social media accessibility [link below].  
 
COVID-19 PROTOCOLS 
Considering the start of the Fall semester at a number of institutions, wanting to get a feel for 
how people are addressing issues around the pandemic/delta variant. Donna: they are open to the 
public, but recently got notice that anybody coming in to a state facility must wear a mask. 
Finalized volunteer agreements with COVID-19 in mind; getting those out for signatures. They 
have training sessions scheduled on the 19th. Many are keeping an eye on the uptick in cases and 
seeing where it is heading. Waiting to hear from the Governor about more changes and 
restrictions. Planning but not planning. Donna worked the main desk over the weekend and had 
to enforce the mask policy to visitors, which upset them enough to leave. Dylan: Both Jonathan 
and he (at public universities) have mask mandates in place inside businesses, regardless of 
vaccination status. By Sept. 30th, students and staff must be vaccinated, or show proof of a 
weekly negative COVID-19 test if claiming exemption. Jonathan: the UNM health sciences 
library has decided to use a two-strikes rule for mask compliance. After the second time being 
told about wearing a mask, they will be asked to leave and communication with their faculty 
advisor or department will happen. Not clear if they will be permanently banned for a period of 
time. Portia Vaughn: At Zimmerman, no enforcement of mask mandate. The exception is for the 
Center for Southwest Research. At this point, researchers have just been happy to come in and do 
research and have been compliant. Dylan: A recent dispute between the American Historical 
Association and the Society of American Archivists over the closing of institutions and staffing, 
and possible impacts around promotion/tenure for academics. Dylan shared a link [see below] 
with the response from SAA. Open discussion around pressures to open or remain open. How 
can we support one another? Is there language or protocols we can create to help multiple 
institutions? Mindy Little Yellow Bird: At the Poeh Cultural Center, everyone has to wear 



masks, including in offices and employees of the businesses. They are having a show, 
“Pathways” coming up – not his weekend but the following weekend at the Casino. They’ll be 
doing vaccinations there. Mindy can send the information about that, and send invitations. Mindy 
also notes that the Poeh Cultural Center Museum is open now to the public. Dylan: we want to 
support one another. It’s been a highly unusual period of time, but he’s noticed a good deal of 
flexibility from his patrons. With the Fall, things will be different, and the SIG is here for 
support. Dylan: their library has been open for appointments only, but starting Monday will be 
open for public access, not just by appointment. In the chat, Ryan Flahive shared: “IAIA has a 
mask mandate for all non vaccinated folks. All students are required to be vaccinated to attend 
classes but can apply for an exemption. But that might all change. Our staff/faculty is 98% 
vaccinated and hosting testing twice a week.” Also in chat, Nicole shared that they are still 
closed to the public- just the library and the museum. All other parts are open. Everyone must 
check in at a station for temperature and id and then are given a colored wristband, different 
color for each day. Nicole is feeling additional pressures from the increase in research requests. 
Nicole: “I have not had anyone from the public have an issue with any of our policies. Masks are 
required by all members of the public, and for staff and students- if you are vaccinated you don't 
have to wear a mask. Students have to wear them in enclosed shared spaces though, regardless of 
their vaccination status.” 
 
NMLA PRESENTATION 
The upcoming NMLA presentation, facilitated by Dylan, Jonathan, Phillipa, Sue, and Jenna. Will 
be working together on that presentation. Part of the session is geared towards non-archivists, 
particularly those colleagues who work in parallel with archivists at their organization. We want 
to describe our institutions and the archives we work with. We would like to generate questions 
to respond to during the Q&A part of the 60-minute presentation. What concepts should we 
discuss in this presentation? Jonathan has created a Google Doc [link below] for people to add 
ideas/questions. Hoping to see a question that distinguishes archival materials from library 
materials and the way we manage them.  Dylan: concepts around the use of information in 
archives and how they can assist their library colleagues. Coming up with specific examples that 
they are trying at NMSU to plant some ideas. When institutions celebrate anniversaries, they 
seek out information in the archives. Jonathan: each of the five presenters will have five minutes 
to present, then the rest of the time will be Q&A. Good representation among presenters 
(academic, health sciences, public, tribal libraries, etc.) and aiming to have questions be broad 
and applicable to all. Phillipa Rosman: emphasizing the difference between metadata description 
between libraries and archives. Archival processing makes more sense for non-book items. 
Archives practices and organizing it in a finding aid is what they’ll be doing. A small institution 
in attendance can think of processing their materials similarly. They have a file of donated items 
that has gone unprocessed for a few years; other libraries are in a similar position. Jonathan: 
agrees and uses the analogy of describing ‘clumps’ of things, or aggregates. Archivists describe 
the context of these ‘clumps.’ For a lot of library colleagues, they see a single piece of paper and 
feel the need to catalog it. There is a different approach that makes processing much easier. In 
chat, Phillipa says, “I came across great wording of libraries vs archives from a recently online 
course I took. "Archives and libraries approach materials differently. In libraries you are mostly 
dealing with self-contained intellectual units and often they describe themselves (i.e. title page, 
etc.). In archives you are dealing with collections of material that have relationship with each 
other. So archives describe the whole collection first, then organize it into sections 



(correspondence, photographs, etc.) and often only describe single objects when they are really 
important." Jonathan agrees. Sue Taylor: questions in advance will be very helpful, so that we 
can focus on what the people really need. Dylan: pauses in thinking helps with flow. Dylan 
conceptualizes getting information out that clarifies our colleagues what it is that archivists do. 
Important to clarify this, for decisions that may be made down the road. We engage with people 
regularly (open houses, tours, single shot courses) about archives, but it’s a lot of work to 
continually do this. In chat, Nicole advocates for keeping the elevator speech on hand at all 
times: “My director has narrowed it down to 5 seconds- "We (the library) handle the new stuff, 
Nicole takes care of the old stuff.” Dylan, Jonathan, and Phillipa agree. Dylan describes how 
SAA has an annual contest to create a 90-second elevator speech. He also recounts how on a 
recent flight, he was seated next to somebody who just happened to know what archivists do, and 
how that felt besides the norm. Lisa: how about some questions about when libraries should refer 
patrons on to archives. What does a librarian need to know to do an appropriate referral? How do 
we make these links? Jonathan: After visiting with a small, community organization in 
Albuquerque, they wanted information on starting their own community-led archives, which 
would include a number of library resources. A question could be posed that demonstrates our 
need to lean on our library colleagues to help with questions pertaining to the management of 
library resources. Dylan: 60 minutes will go by quickly; we may only end up needing up to five 
questions (of greatest importance) in advance, then rely on audience members to ask others.  
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS/ROUND ROBIN 
Portia with NMAO: IT is working with ArchivesSpace to fix a glitch with the way some records 
are displayed; they don’t scroll all the way down. This will hopefully get resolved at the same 
time that customizations to the user interface are done. Portia and Tomas talked about doing 
some training. ArchivesSpace is only doing online training. Portia has been approved to go “on 
the road” to do some training during the Fall semester. UNM stakeholders have provided Portia 
with a list of topics that they would like to see taught/clarified with NMAO. One example is the 
creation of workflows that feel familiar to those used when working within Rocky Mountain 
Online Archive (RMOA). Portia is available to do demos, etc. for anybody interested. Contact 
Portia with other areas where NMAO is not clear and instruction would be helpful. Portia 
mentions trying to get in contact with the New Mexico Department of Cultural Affairs (DCA) 
about having an MOU signed. Sue and Brian (with DCA) offer to assist with getting in contact 
with the correct person. Dylan: Previous discussions around marketing for NMAO; what is the 
status of that? Portia: Will happen in the Fall; will have updates on this by the next meeting. 
Staffing changes have slowed some things down. Because RMOA is going away in November, 
publicity will have to happen in October. Jonathan: happy to help Portia with anything, 
considering they work on the same campus. Portia is excited to be on the road and get to see 
places after a long period of time at home because of the pandemic. Portia also answers 
Jonathan’s question about setting up a new user profile within his Repository in NMAO: the 
system administrator creates new accounts, but repository administrators can only link people 
once the account is created.   
 
Mott Linn (Los Alamos National Laboratory) reports that A*CENSUS [Archival Census & 
Education Needs Survey in the United States] is happening soon, possibly this Fall. The last 
survey was done in 2004. Set aside a lot of time to do this. Important for the profession.  
 

https://www2.archivists.org/initiatives/acensus-archival-census-education-needs-survey-in-the-united-states
https://www2.archivists.org/initiatives/acensus-archival-census-education-needs-survey-in-the-united-states


Mott also reports that LANL has 9 certified archivists on staff. Their archives program has 
grown significantly over the past two years.  
 
Mott has decided to retire early and will be finished at LANL Sept. 10th. Confirmation that they 
have excellent staffing at LANL and Mott hopes to get another member of their team to attend 
the SIG meetings. Appreciates the work of the SIG. Dylan expresses his congratulations and 
appreciates all the work Mott has contributed for the state and the broader profession. In the chat, 
Brittany, Dennis Daily, Teri Reynoso, and Jonathan send their kudos. Mott mentions his future 
involvement with SAA’s Archives Management Section (as next year’s Chair). Looking for 
volunteer roles; may work with the Academy of Certified Archivists as well.  
 
Nicole was recently certified through the Academy of Certified Archivists. Dylan sends his 
congratulations, as does Brittany in the chat.  
 
Jonathan mentions considering taking the Certified Records Management track and having 
greater awareness of the entire records lifecycle. Would feel more confident working with 
patrons on issues of records management as they come up.  
 
Dylan mentions that he and Jennifer Olguin are putting together an exhibit at the Branigan 
Cultural Center focused on urban development in Las Cruces in the late 60s and early 70s. Has 
been having a lot of fun looking at records and reading stories related to urban renewal. The 
Cultural Center might not have an official exhibit opening (due to the pandemic), but hopefully 
have an educational program. Some local authors who have studied this topic may be part of this 
program.  
 
FUTURE OF ARCHIVES & ARCHIVISTS SIG MEETINGS 
Acknowledging that this is the 6th meeting of the SIG and we are interested in learning about the 
effectiveness of the SIG. We have seen a slow decline in numbers of people attending; not 
necessarily a bad thing. Should we consider some continuing education, or guest speakers? Or do 
we enjoy the format we have been using so far? In the chat, Donna says “From my point of view, 
both as someone who was thrown into archives due to a job reclassification, and as someone who 
is not yet certified as an archivist, I love the SIG.  It is helping me immensely.” Brittany chats, “I 
like the ideas of continuing education, but If I am honest, I would like to reserve this time to 
continue our meetings as they are.” Brittany agrees with Donna that the SIG has been immensely 
helpful and loves the connectedness. And Teri says “For myself, as I have little ones, I take off a 
lot of time in the summer. With school starting, I should be attending meetings more often.” 
Dylan and Jonathan will revisit this next meeting.  
 

USEFUL LINKS FROM CHAT 
 
Princeton University Social Media Accessibility Guidelines 
https://accessibility.princeton.edu/guidelines/social-media  
 
SAA Responds to the American Historical Association 
https://www2.archivists.org/statements/saa-responds-to-the-american-historical-association 
 

https://accessibility.princeton.edu/guidelines/social-media
https://www2.archivists.org/statements/saa-responds-to-the-american-historical-association


NMLA Presentation Questions 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1He-Y1rmsxKoAwW9fca7xBICDZW0d5MRK2lD1ey14INA/edit  
  
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1He-Y1rmsxKoAwW9fca7xBICDZW0d5MRK2lD1ey14INA/edit



